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Fie. 203.  Flattened stem of Mueh-

lenbeckia platyclada specialized for

photosynthesis.  ( X i)
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(stems that grow along the sur-
face of the soil). Both rhizomes
and runners may produce roots
at the nodes. In some species
the internodes do not persist
long, and each new node forms a
new plant. In other species an
increase in the number of plants
comes about only by the branch-
ing of rhizomes and the ultimate
decay of the whole of the older
portion formed before branch-
ing took place (Fig. 206), The
method of reproduction by run-
ners, and especially by rhizomes,
is well suited to increasing the
number of plants in a limited
area or to the invasion of an area
next to that hi which the parent
A new plant growing

plants are growing,

from a rhizome has a much better start than

el

FIG. 204. Stem of Myrsiphyttum
Z,8calelike leaf; d, cladophyll, or leaflike branch, growing in the axil of the
leaf; ped, flower stalk, growing in the axil of a leaf